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Harris had for an occasion like this, besides quick-
ness of sight and readiness of execution. He had
one of the most powerful of human voices,, and I
have shown that he was in the position on this
day where it could be exerted with the very best
effect.

A sketch of the action near Mallavelly on the
27th of March, 1799, as made by Captain B.
Sydenham, will give to the military reader a perfect
understanding of the operations of that day*.

The efficient state of the Mysore gun cattle,
and the miserable condition of the Carnatic bul-
locks, precluded all idea of a successful pursuit of
Tippoo's army, and this gave him the confidence
to venture upon the experiment of this battle on
the high land of Mallavelly, and a finer field of
action it would be difficult to find.

This affair cost to the British army only a loss
of 66 men killed,, wounded, and missing, whilst
that of Tippoo was nearly 2,000, amongst whom
were many of his bravest men and best officers.
The entire failure of his two attacks of cavalry
and infantry made a deep impression on the Sul~
twin's mind; but he prepared to obstruct the
further march of the British army on the line by
which he felt assured they would march from
Mallavelly to Seringapatam, then little more than
thirty miles distant,

On the following clay the British army marched

* See Appendix,